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Ten Tips for Dog Training 

1. Don’t tie your training to timetables. Proceed at your dog’s pace, not at what you think the 

dog’s pace should be. Do not move too fast—move on to 

the next command only when your dog thoroughly 

understands the current lesson. All dogs are different: 

how your first pup progressed tells you nothing about 

how your next pup will. 

2. When you feel yourself getting frustrated, quit for the 

day. The potential rewards of getting your dog to comply 

“one more time” when you’re operating with a short fuse 

are not worth the risks. 

3. Several short lessons of five to 15 minutes duration are 

better than a few, long, drawn-out exercises. Shorter 

sessions are easier to work into your schedule, and you 

have a better chance of keeping up the dog’s enthusiasm 

and maintaining his attention. 

4. Don’t give a command unless you can enforce it. This might mean physically assisting your dog 

to sit or come. Do this in an instructional way rather than corrective. 

5. Before administering any discipline or correction, make absolutely sure that the dog truly 

understands what is being asked—and that he heard you. Discipline should not be used for 

incorrect attempts to do what you’re asking. 

6. Repetition, Repetition, Repetition. 

7. To get reliable obedience, train in different locations amid distractions after the dog has 

learned a command. 

8. Simplify your lessons and praise every improvement. If your dog is having trouble with a new 

lesson, simplify what you’re asking him to do until he understands. Train in a stepwise fashion 

from that point, praising every step forward. 

9. Make sure that others who give the dog obedience commands use the same words, praise, 

and enforcement that the dog was exposed to during training. The dog should be expected to 

perform each command the same way, no matter who gives it. 

10. Always end on a positive note—even if that means nothing more than a simple “sit”—and 

then let the dog go be a dog for a while. 


